Course Syllabus

Biosocial Aspects of Health

Anthropology 601.01

Spring Quarter 2003

Instructor: Douglas E. Crews

Meeting Time & Place: 235 Lord Hall


217 C Lord Hall
T,R 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Phone:
292-1329
Fax: 
292-4155

E-mail: 
crews.8@osu.edu
Call#:
01423-9

Office Hours: 11:30-1:15pm T/R

Prerequisites:    Anthropology 200 or 300, permission of the Instructor

Textbooks Required:  Sargent, C.F. and T.M. Johnson (1996) Medical Anthropology: Contemporary Theory and Method


Goodman, A. and T. Leatherman (1999)  Building a New Biosocial Synthesis


Readings on Reserve in Anthropology Reading Room

Course Description: Society has a profound influence on human health and well-being, as well as on our ideas and perceptions about ourselves.  We will look at selected themes in the culture, sociology and anthropology of health and illness that highlight the complex interrelationships of body, mind and society.  These issues include how social and cultural factors influence health and people’s perceptions of health and healing, and how healing is done in different societies.  The social construction of the body is also important in understanding variation in health in particular societies.  Additionally, a society’s medical systems have a great influence on the biosocial aspects of health and disease.  By the end of the course, it should be apparent that social structures and cultural practices have biological and health consequences.

Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential adaptations to meet your needs. I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

Conduct of the Course: There will be a midterm the 7th week of class that will count for 35% of your final grade.  A term project, including an in-class presentation, will count for 35% of the final grade.  The presentation, itself, will account for 10%, 10% will be derived from in-class discussions of current literature and your attendance and the remaining will be for your 2 short writing responses to assigned readings, 5% each.

Grading: Final grades are based on a standardized distribution, using the total number of points you earned on all assignments.  A general guide to how you are doing is A > 92; A- 90-91; B+ 88-89; B 82-87; B- 80-81; C+ 78-79; C 72-77; C- 70-71; D+ 68-69; D 60-67; E < 60.

Research Project: Your term project will be an in-depth review of the literature on a topic of your choice.  Your final 10 page paper will be a double-spaced typed manuscript with 1-inch margins.  Please limit it to 10 pages of concise text.  Include as many additional pages of illustrations and tables as you need to document the text and have a minimum of 15 references.  No more than 4 references should be from the course materials, no more than 5 references should pre-date 1980, and no more than 5 should refer to books or book chapters.  Books are notoriously out-of-date and developments in research and laboratory methods have been overwhelming in the last decade.  Do not rely upon websites for your references, a limit of 4.  These are not as reliable as the primary literature.  An in-class 10-20 minute presentation of your project will be conducted during the last weeks of the class.  The 1st day of week 3 bring a 3x5 notecard that lists your paper topic and a 25 word description to class and turn it in to me.  The 1st day of week 5 bring a single 8.5 x 11 sheet pf paper with an outline or 250 word summary of your anticipated paper/presentation to class.  On the 1st day of weeks 5 and 8 turn in a one-page, double-spaced, 250 word critical essay on one of the assigned readings for the previous 4 weeks.

Graduating seniors research papers are due the 9th week of class and they must sign up for their presentations for 5/27/03.  All other papers are due 6/3/03.  Failure to turn any assignment in on the due date will result in a lowering by one letter grade.

Assignment


Due

% of grade

Midterm


Week 8


35

Paper


Week 9/10


35

Presentation


Week 9/10


10

Writing Response 1

Week 5


 5

Writing Response 2

Week 8


 5

Attendance/Participation
Weeks 1-10


10






          100%

Course Outline:

Week
      Topic                                                                   Assignments_________                      

1
Introduction: Medical Anthropology    
Sargent and Johnson: Introduction, 2, 3                                                           

4/1



Goodman and Leatherman: 1

2
Research Design and Methods

Sargent: 15 & 16

4/8



Goodman: 2

3
Ethnoscience; Biomedicine as a 

Sargent: 6 & 9

4/15
Cultural System

Goodman: 4

4





4/22


5
Ethnopsychiatry

Sargent: 4 & 7

4/29
1st Response paper

Goodman: 13

6
Disease, Culture and Human Behavior
Sargent: 10 & 13

5/6



Goodman: 15

7
MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Goodman: 16 & 17

5/13
Reproductive Ecology and Nutrition
Sargent: 11 & 14

8
Critical Biological Anthropology

Goodman: 18 & 19

5/20
2nd Response Paper

9-10
Student Presentations


5/27 & 6/3

Readings

Week
    Assignment____________________________________________________ 

2
Ulijaszek SJ.  1997.  Human adaptation and adaptability.  In: Human Adaptability: Past, Present and Future pp.7-16.

4
Rogers RG. 1992.  Living and dying in the USA: sociodemographic determinants of death among blacks and whites.  Demography 29(2):287-303.

6
Austad SN.  1997.  Comparative aging and life histories of mammals.  Experimental Gerontology 32(1/2):23-38.

7
Crews DE, Gerber LJ.  1999.  Evolutionary perspectives on chronic diseases.  In: Evolutionary Medicine pp.443-469.

